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Annotation

The presented dissertation — Political Leadership as a Mechanism of Society Integration
(example of Israel and Georgia) reviews the concepts of political leadership that consider this
phenomenon in an institutional, cultural and historical context. The evolution of the
phenomenon of leadership, the complicated hierarchy of leadership and the development of a
mechanism for the integration of society are caused by the patterns of development of political
and social life. A political leader is often influenced by a particular time and environment. In
countries undergoing strong social transformation, at the national level, it is the political
leaders who may become the main subjects and mechanisms of community integration. The
modernization of processes also depends on the political leader. The political situation and the
order of the society put the demand for another type of political leader on the agenda — a
political leader whose personal qualities would meet the needs of the current situation and the
environment and, consequently, would take his place on the political playing field.

The analysis of the mechanism of community integration allows us to get a clear idea of
its significance, the process of unification and coordination of individual elements, which is
possible through rearrangement, reorganization and division of elements, addition or
subtraction. Community integration is a dynamic process that facilitates the political,
economic, and cultural life of different members of society at different levels. Approximation of
their values is especially important from a socio-economic and cultural point of view, when
"elements" are considered individuals / people who differ in their characteristics.

The insistence of the dissertation is due to the role and importance of political leadership
in the structure of modern political processes, which, through the consolidation of society, is
committed to ensuring the sustainable development of the state and the political system. The
urgency of the topic is also due to a number of problematic situations in Georgia, which have
led to the devaluation of political leadership and which have not been properly studied. Their
study and analysis will help to properly evaluate the work of political leaders and draw
relevant conclusions.

The paper covers the historical foundations of the phenomenon of political leadership
and the peculiarities of its formation at the modern stage, considering political elites and
leaders as a subject of public policy and an indicator of a political leader as a mechanism of

society integration and political culture. The paper focuses on the peculiarities of the formation
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of political leaders and elites in Georgia and Israel, the consolidating function of their society,
the peculiarities of the formation of political leaders and elites in post-Soviet Georgia and
Israel, the role of Georgian and Israeli leaders in consolidating society and state building. Views
on political leaders and political elites in the development of statehood and community
integration, the results of an empirical research-expert survey conducted. In particular, the role
of political leaders and political elites in the state development of Israel and the role of political
leaders and political elites in the processes of Georgia's independence, state reconstruction and
community integration.

A revision of the political leaders and representatives of the political elites of Georgia and
Israel revealed that in order to determine the process of consolidation of society and state-
building, it is necessary to apply classical theories about political leadership and political elites,
because without theoretical as well as empirical-practical understanding, It is impossible to
study this phenomenon fundamentally and to determine the mechanisms and common
patterns that ensure the formation of political leaders and the circulation-recruitment of
political elites, whose work ensures the consolidation of society and the state-building process.
Since gaining state independence, Georgia's political leaders and political elite have undergone
significant changes at various stages of the country's development, both in terms of values and
orientation, as well as qualitative characteristics, which have had a significant impact on their
typology and mechanisms of change of government.

Analyzing the post-independence period, the process of forming the "charisma" of
political leaders took place mostly outside the country. The typology-differentiation of the
Georgian political elite had a peculiar influence on the formation of the circulation-renewal
mechanisms of this elite. The Georgian electorate, with varying degrees of loyalty, focused on
leaders who had accumulated socio-political capital abroad, as a result, the political leader
chose the full "carte blanche" and, at his discretion, members of the elite acceptable to him. As
for the consolidation of the society, this process was not on the agenda at all. With the arrival
of each new leader, Georgian society became increasingly differentiated and fragmented
instead of consolidated, which in turn hindered the country's reconstruction process.

As for the state of Israel, its creation was an extremely important event in the history of
the Jewish people. The Jewish nation with its history and fighting ability proved that it
deserved to create a sovereign state. Its founders from the very beginning correctly calculated

the priorities of their country, taking into account the experience of other states and the



interests of their own people. In parallel with state-building and the establishment of the
necessary institutions, they struggled to maintain their independence and sovereignty. The
political leaders, who were able to consolidate the society and ensure the successful and secure
existence of the present state of Israel as a result of self-sacrifice and hard work, have made a
great contribution to this. The functioning of the branches of government in Israel is balanced,
and their activities are transparent, which ensures high trust in the government. Elections in
Israel are held in a democratic environment, in conditions of media pluralism, human rights
and freedom of expression are protected.

In this paper, we have tried to understand the concept of "political leader" in a new way
and, on the example of Georgia and Israel, to define the regularities of the political leader
typology, reveal the institutional characteristics of political leadership and prove it, that in the
case of ensuring the legitimacy of the decisions made, political leadership becomes an
important institution of political power, that in recent times there has been a transformation of
the model of political leadership, which is due to completely unique historical processes and
determines the specifics of the leader's actions.

In the paper we also tried to define the means of political manipulation as a mechanism
for achieving the goal. By assessing the personal, political processes and historical situation of
Georgian and Jewish political leaders, we tried to analyze the peculiarities of their activities
and the consequences of the decisions they made for the country. The author hopes that the
theoretical and practical significance of the paper is very important, because for a young
developing democracy it is very important to study the role of the political leader in the
process of integration and society on the example of Georgian and Israeli political leaders.

The conclusions and recommendations as a result of the study and research allow us to
understand and comprehend the role of the political leader in the process of society integration
and further democratization. On the basis of our paper, a deeper and more serious study of the
mentioned problem can be carried out, training and special courses can be prepared. The
materials and generalizations in the paper are expected to fill the gap in the field of integration

of the political leader and society in the Georgian political science literature.
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